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The evacuation was widely criticized (see Chenet report below) - both before and after the fact - for being
hastily organized and not adequately prepared for. This, despite the fact that La Soufriere is very much an
active volcano that has erupted in recent memory and is certain to do so again at any time. Does this sound
familiar?
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New reports have levelled many of the same criticisms at Washington state government officials (see Worrall
article below) who, according to National Geographic, “had plenty of time to ensure that everyone was safely
evacuated from the area around Mount St. Helens.”
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After watching the video (it is long - so you don’t have to watch the whole thing!) and reading the
two articles, consider the following questions:

e What reasons would lead a person to decide NOT to evacuate in the face of a major disaster,
such as a volcanic eruption?

o What are some considerations that must be taken into consideration when deciding to order
an evacuation?

e Was the response to Mount St. Helens adequate? What are some of the criticisms of the
evacuation and do you agree or disagree?

e Based on what you've read and learned about the Mount St. Helens eruption, what most
surprised you?

Compare and contrast the evacuation of the area surrounding Mount St. Helens in 1980 and that

of Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe just a year prior. Identify at least three factors that were similar in
each case and three factors that were different.

You will submit your report as a four to five paragraph essay:

1.The first three paragraphs of the report (at least five to seven sentences each) should
compare and contrast the Basse-Terre and Mount St. Helens evacuations, using the six fac
you already identified.

2.In the fourth paragraph, briefly outline what an evacuation of your community would look
like. Who would be in charge of operations and how would people evacuate with the least
amount of chaos?

3.In the fifth paragraph, what preparations did you see on your travel program for either
withstanding natural disaster or evacuating in the face of one?
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