Jeff Palmer

Carey Junior High
1780 E. Pershing Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Immigrant Scrap Book

Subject/Topic
US History- Late 1800s Immigration

Grade

8t grade

Duration

5- 50 Minute class periods

2.5- 90 Minute block class periods

Rationale

In order to embrace diversity students should learn about the different cultures present in our
society and their own community. Student should learn about the different groups of

people who made this country what it is today.

Objective

Students will create a scrapbook of a fictious immigrant that details their journey to the US and
their experiences in the US.

Lesson Instructions

1.

3.

Introduce Immigration by having students complete various reading, videos, or activities
pertaining to immigration is the late 1800s
Explain Instruction
a. You will be creating an annotated scrapbook that an immigrant at the turn of the
century might have kept. The scrapbook will include biographical information,
notes about the journey from home country, and a descriptions of life in the
United States.
Explain Requirements
a. Acover that includes a title (title is up to student) and is visually appealing
b. An introductory page that provides background information on your immigrant,
including:
i. Afictitious name, date of birth, and native country

ii. A description of the family

iii. Find a clever way to present the written information and include at least
two pictures- either hand drawn or a printed picture or a combination

c. Atwo-page spread about the journey to the United States that includes:
i. At least one written document, such as a letter from a family member
living in the US or an entry from the immigrant’s personal journal.

ii. At least two artifacts the immigrant used on the journey to the US, such
as a passport, a ticket for the trip to the US, or coins from the home
country. Each artifact must have a short caption that explains what the
item is and how it was used.



iii. At least two visuals, such as simple sketch or a historical photograph, that
shows something that happened on the journey to the US. Each visual
must have a short caption.

d. Atwo-page spread about the immigrant’s experiences upon arrival in the United
States that includes:
i. Atleast one written document, such as a letter the immigrant wrote to
family or friends in the home country or an entry from a personal journal.

ii. At least two artifacts the immigrant used upon arrival in the US, such as a
paycheck or a page from an English dictionary. Each artifact must have a
short caption that explains what the item is and how it was used.

iii. At least two visuals, such as simple sketch or a historical photograph, that
represents the immigrant’s new life in the US. Each visual must have a
short caption.

e. A printed or drawn map that shows the route that the immigrant took from their
home country to the US.
f. Complete presentation questions after class presentations
i. Questions
1. What similarities existed among the immigrant groups?
2. What were the differences among the immigrant groups?
3. In what ways do you think that immigration at the turn of the
century might have been similar to immigration today?
4. In what ways do you think that it might have been different?
5. What are the benefits of immigration?
6. What are the challenges of immigration?
g. Creative touches that make your scrapbook authentic
4. Once students have completed scrapbook have students present and explain to the
class their own scrapbooks.
5. Have students complete presentation questions.

Rubric

Cover

Intro

Journey to US
Experience
Map
Map-Correct
Route
Questions
Neatness/Color
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